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The madem jet fighter has become a technological wonder filed with complex
electronic gear. The current role of the fighting plane has become so far
removed from its original concept that it bears almost no resemblance to the
typical combat situations of World War 11 .We leamed in Vietnam that our
highly sophisficated, missile-armed fighters were often at a disadvantage when
engaging the more nimble MIG-21, for example and the need for cannon
armament was clearly demonstrated. In aerial conflicts we learned that
supersonic speed is not nearly as advantageous as fast response and
maneuverabdity.

To address these problems, the F-15 Eagle was designed specihically to
reprise the role of “dogfighter”. To do this, the basic engineering was directed
toward lower maintenance time by using less complicated systems.
Maintaining the Eagle takes about half the time it takes for a Phantom 11, yet
the F-15 retains essential automatic controls, such as engine inket positioning.
The Eagle's twin Pratt & Whitney F100 afterbuming turbofans produce 10 -Dm
mora pounds of thrust than the weight of the plane. This allows the F-15 to fum
tightly without sacrificing precious airspeed. The Eagle cames one 20mm rolary
cannon as standard equipment, but eight hardpoints can camy an enommous
variety of additional weaponry to enhance the dogfighting abilities of the plane.
The single seat F-15C and two seat F-15D was the second generation version
of the Eagle and replaced the F-15A/B In June, 1979. Extamally, it shows litle
change, but inside it contains newer and more versalile electronics making
today’s Eagle for more deadly. The two-seat Eagle serves the role of trainer in
acdition to offering full combat capability.
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